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OPEN 
MORNING

Book your visit today: 
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Saturday 3rd October 
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Dear Grayshott - Jeremy Haswell 

The autumn is marching on, and the pace of 
events has increased, the balmy hot days 
seem long gone. The clocks go back at the 
end of the month (Sunday 25th) so the    
evenings draw in quicker. Gardeners have a 
lot to get on with clearing up after the   Sum-
mer, preparing winter crops, collecting seeds 
from hardy perennials, planning ahead plant-
ing spring bulbs for colour next year. And 
this month we celebrate St Luke’s Saint’s day 
as our Patronal festival on 18th. To keep an 
eternal perspective and avoid  letting our cir-
cumstances drag us down, St Paul in 1 Thes-
salonians 5 encourages us with the simple 
words ‘In everything give thanks’.  Here I 
celebrate our village life. 
 
We are very grateful to all our contributors, Helen our editor has to 
select pieces from those offered. In this edition there is a piece by 
Gordon about his beautiful garden being so affected by the drought, 
and an interview about his life. There is a very powerful piece on 
how stammering was overcome by another Helen, one about phone 
security and our younger writers Ryder and Mihai also contribute. 
 
As I reflect on the extraordinary range of activities happening in the 
village, I see multiple hubs with many gifted people contributing to 
village life, linking people together. There are all the clubs:         
gardening, dramatic, artistic, musical, and educational, encouraging 
both appreciation and active participation. Grayshott Concerts brings 
world class music to St Luke’s and then there are our council led  
activities, as well as our business owners and restaurants     
strengthening the community. St Luke’s Church, Grayshott Village 
Hall, the Fox and Pelican, Social Club and British Legion, and the 
Kindness Café all provide opportunities to gather. Grayshott Pottery’s 
influence goes far and wide. Our schools, Scouts and St Luke’s youth 
club care for children, care homes care for the elderly and the     
Surgery and Fire service look after us all. I am always impressed by 
the quality of leadership and enterprise across all of this activity. 
Thank you to everyone working so hard, enriching our lives. 
 
As the evenings get darker, please don’t feel cut off or lonely. This 
magazine is full of information on how to connect, do pick up your 
phone and enquire! For your spiritual needs St Luke’s is here. With 
so much available, just do it. As ever, a very warm welcome awaits 
you at any of our services. Just come! 
 
With love from Jeremy and Claire.  

The autumn is marching on, and the pace 
of events has increased, the balmy hot days 
seem long gone. The clocks go back at the end 
of the month (Sunday 25th) so the evenings 
draw in quicker. Gardeners have a lot to get on 
with clearing up after the Summer, preparing 
winter crops, collecting seeds from hardy 
perennials, planning ahead planting spring 
bulbs for colour next year. And this month we 
celebrate St Luke’s Saint’s day as our Patronal 
festival on 18th. To keep an eternal perspective 
and avoid  letting our circumstances drag us 
down, St Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5 encourages 
us with the simple words ‘In everything give 
thanks’. Here I celebrate our village life.
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Community Consultation – Thank You 

Grayshott Parish Council would like to thank everyone who took part 
in the recent consultation on the proposed acquisition of several 
community assets from East Hampshire District Council, including the 
three village car parks and the public conveniences. Your feedback is 
vital in helping the Council understand the community’s priorities and 
concerns. 

All responses are now being carefully analysed, and a detailed report 
will be presented to Full Council on 18 October, where councillors 
will consider whether to proceed with the acquisition. East Hampshire 
District Council will also need to make a formal decision on its side 
before any transfer can take place. 

We will continue to keep residents informed as this work progresses. 
To receive updates directly, please sign up to our online newsletter 
at: www.grayshott-pc.gov.uk/sign-up 

Response to September’s Letter: Road Safety in Grayshott 

We would also like to respond to the letter published in the 
September edition of this magazine regarding pedestrian safety in the 
village centre. 

Grayshott Parish Council shares residents’ concerns about road safety 
and is actively working to influence improvements. Our Traffic 
Calming Working Group regularly considers ways in which the Council 
can support safer roads, including both advocacy and direct 
implementation where appropriate. 

Following the removal of the build out near the Village Hall last 
summer, the Working Group recently met with Hampshire Highways 
and our County Councillor, Cllr Curnow Ford, to discuss further 
measures that could help reduce vehicle speeds and improve 
pedestrian safety. Hampshire Highways has agreed to take forward 
the ideas raised and assess their feasibility and affordability. 

We hope to provide more concrete updates in the near future and 
remain committed to working with partners to make Grayshott’s 
roads safer for all. 

 

 

Serena Thompson 
Parish Clerk & RFO 

Grayshott Parish Council 
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Time to Heal 

Twenty years ago, I received a telephone call 
from a former colleague at a previous 
employer.  She was passing on a message 
that a relative was in a local hospital and was 
seriously ill. It turned out to be the brother I 
had grown up with but not been in touch with 
for the previous eight years. It was a 
breakdown in a relationship which, whilst not 
being especially close, did have some 
affection and respect attached to it. 

I am drawn back to this history by the 
ongoing estrangement of the two princes, William and Harry, and the 
latter’s more recent return to the UK. No doubt such breakdowns are 
common in families and many will have had or are currently 
experiencing one. For William and Harry, of course, theirs is being 
played out in public and, as such, the subject of both intrigue and 
comment. It seems inevitable now that the stakes are being raised in 
this display of disunity in the Royal Family and increased media 
attention likely to damage the institution further. None of the ensuing 
public discourse is likely to be helpful in providing a basis for even the 
beginnings of a reconciliation. A meaningful start can only be made by 
the behaviours of both sides that indicate a willingness to engage in a 
healing process. We should not expect that process to be a short one. 

In my case it took eight years before a reconciliation of sorts was 
achieved and only in the last hours of my brother’s life. We never got 
to any discussion of how we managed to allow a misunderstanding 
between us to keep us apart for that time. Not being able to work 
through those differences and re-establish a relationship is a source of 
eternal regret. Too late for me then but not for William and Harry. 

 

                                                           John Frankcom                         

TIME TO HEAL
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Grayshott Cricket Club Grayshott  Housing Association 
Major Milestone Reached Ahead of Schedule 

Trustees and staff of Grayshott & District Housing Association were 
delighted to visit the Beech Hanger Road development site, where 
three new affordable homes are currently being built. 
The project is being self-funded by the Housing Association through a 
substantial loan, supported by two grants for soft landscaping from 
local county councillor Cllr Curnow-Ford and Hidden Gardens of 
Grayshott. 
Construction began last autumn and, thanks in part to the fine   
weather this summer, work is progressing ahead of schedule. This 
week, trustees celebrated the completion of the roofs, which          
incorporate both solar panels and specially designed bat roosting tiles 
to support local wildlife. 
Traditionally, reaching this stage of construction was marked by a 
"topping out" ceremony, in which greenery was placed in a chimney to 
ward off evil spirits and bring good fortune. While modern homes  
rarely feature chimneys, the occasion still represents an important 
milestone in the building process. 
The three family homes will each provide three bedrooms and will be 
equipped with air-source heat pumps and electric vehicle charging 
points. They will be let at affordable rents to local people in housing 
need. 
Grayshott & District Housing Association believes these high-quality, 
energy-efficient homes will be a valuable and much-needed addition 
to the village, helping to support local families for years to come. 
Contact admin@grayshotthousing.co.uk for any queries. 
 
 

Katie Weir 13 
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Katie Weir 
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Approximately 1% of the world’s population 
stammer - that’s approximately 80 million 
people - and I am one of those 80 million. 

For a high proportion of that number, 
stammering will have a profound effect on 
them, as it most certainly did on me. It 
would influence everything I did, from whether I ordered a cup of tea 
rather than my preferred decaffeinated coffee, because tea was so 
much easier to say, to not allowing my voice to be heard because the 
fear of stammering was so great that staying quiet was preferable to 
someone seeing me stammer.  

My stammer manifested itself when I was about 6 years old. I 
remember quite clearly that for about 18 months or so, it would come 
and go and then, at around the age of 8, it came - and never left. I 
remember waiting for it to go….. and it just didn’t.   

School was a particularly difficult time for me. Waiting for the register 
to be called and having to say ‘present’ with the fear building up and 
enveloping me and then the struggle of not being able to say what I 
was expected to say. And my head teacher, Mr McFarlene, and my 
form teacher, Mr Cox (I can still picture them so clearly, seventy 
something years on!!) who were bullies who delighted in making me 
stand up in class and read aloud for what seemed an eternity, 
watching while I struggled to get the words out, and presumably 
getting a kick out of seeing my pain and embarrassment.  
Interestingly, although I was bullied by my teachers, who should 
have been there to protect me, I was never bullied by my 
classmates. They seemed to instinctively know that what was 
happening to me was cruel, and it was in fact the mother of one of 
my friends who told my mother what was going on, as I was too 
ashamed to tell even my parents.   

Stammering, My Road To Freedom 
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Although my secondary school was infinitely kinder, those 
formative years had a profound effect on me and determined how 
I would live my life. I stayed in the shadows, never putting myself 
forward, preferring to be invisible. I felt a failure and didn’t do 
anything to disabuse that feeling. I became what is known as a 
covert stammerer, changing and substituting my chosen words for 
what I would call lesser words, or staying silent when I had a 
contribution to make, because the fear of stammering was so 
great, and the shame I felt in people seeing me stammer 
compelled me to stay silent, fueling my feelings of loss of self 
which resulted in me feeling diminished as a person. 

My stammer was never mentioned at home and my perception as 
a child was that my parents were ashamed of me. It was only 
many years later, in fact not that long before my mother died, that 
I told her how I felt and she was visibly shaken. She told me the 
reason they never mentioned it was because they didn’t want to 
draw attention to it. As an adult, that made absolute sense but as 
child, I didn’t have that perception and that feeling of shame and 
all those associated emotions was something that never left me, 
and nor did the fear of reading out loud, until………. 
 

It’s funny how things happen. In February 2000, I was sitting at 
the kitchen table, having breakfast, and reading G2 of The 
Guardian. I turned the page and facing me, on page 3, was an 
article by a woman of a similar age, who lived in Middlesbrough (a 
town I had lived in for 18 years) and whose story was very similar 
to mine. She spoke about The McGuire Programme, which was 
founded in 1994 by Dave McGuire, himself a long-time stammerer, 
and a small group of people who shared his vision of creating a 
supportive and effective programme for people who stammer.  
And reading her story, I somehow knew this was going to work for 
me as well. 

Stammering, My Road To Freedom 



 16 

16 

And so, on June 14, 2000, at the age of 54, and after stammering for 
pretty much most of my life, I attended my first course. The programme 
was very different from any other form of speech therapy. Everyone on 
the programme stammered, and that included the course instructors and 
the coaches, who had all been through the programme and had 
successfully learned how to manage their stammer.   
 

We had to learn a whole new way of breathing, through the costal 
diaphragm rather than the crural diaphragm, which is how most people 
speak. There was non avoidance of words and situations and for me, the 
hardest of all was owning my stammer, which involved self acceptance 
and not shying away from letting people know and see me stammer. To 
go against what had become my survival instinct was all consuming and 
terrifying - but I did it!! 
 

And slowly, with a lot of hard work and commitment, and the support of 
this amazing programme (and my wonderful family) I overcame my 
stammer. And suddenly my world opened up. My fear of stammering, of 
someone seeing me stammer, slowly disappeared and I became the real 
me. And things I had shied away from because how could I possibly be 
effective and successful with a stammer, became not only a possibility, 
but a reality. And even now, twenty six years on from my first course, it 
gives me such a thrill to do things others take for granted.   
 

But one thing never left me, and that was the fear of reading aloud to 
strangers (and sometimes even family). And then, about three years ago, 
I joined a poetry group, the format of which was that each member of the 
group would pick two poems which they would read to the other members 
of the group. It was daunting at first, doing the one thing I had avoided 
since those early traumatic schooldays, but I love poetry and nothing was 
going to stop me, and anyway, I was no longer that frightened child who 
was at the mercy of those two monsters, and it was there that I finally 
put my demons to rest.                                            

Stammering, My Road To Freedom 

Helen Vyner 

STAMMERING, MY ROAD TO FREEDOM
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Another Happy Client Taken to Haslemere Hospital 
  
90 year old Barbara says ” I live at Manormead Supported Housing in 
Hindhead. We at Manormead are so very grateful to Grayshott          
Community Care because without them we would be absolutely     
stranded. We enjoy meeting people who come and take us to local   
medical care; the Doctors Surgery or the hospitals. It helps when you’re 
going for a consultation to have a friend, a person sitting by you in the 
car when you’re going”. 
  
Tony, a Grayshott local 
and her driver that day, 
much enjoys his           
voluntary work taking 
the elderly or disabled to 
their medical and dental 
appointments. He has 
been driving for them for 
over five years and gets 
great satisfaction helping 
his local community and 
meeting people who 
have often led              
interesting lives. 
  
If you might consider 
helping your local     
community with 
Grayshott Community 
Care as a driver or       
coordinator please     
contact us at grayshottcare@gmail.com for 
more details. 

Barbara from Manormead 

Tony Rice 

Grayshott Care 
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 Drought and Devastation 

“ Excuse me” the visitor to our garden politely 
asked, “how many years have you been here?” 
“Nearly fifty” [at the time], I replied. 
“May I ask what planting have you done in the      
garden?” 
I had to admit that nobody had ever asked me that 
question before. I thought carefully and took my 
time before answering. Still thinking, I finally      
replied, “Other than those four pine trees which are 
about 100 years old and the etiolated oaks in the 
bottom woodland, there is not a plant, a shrub, a tree, a blade of 
grass, a brick, a path or a wall that my wife and I have not put into 
this garden since we took it on as a new build wilderness nearly 50 
years ago.” 
 “ It is a haven of tranquillity”, the visitor added, for which I thanked 
him for his kind remarks.  
The garden has in fact, been our long term project as both my wife 
and I have been keen gardeners and plantsmen. [persons!] 
The garden is the reason we have continued to bury our heads in 
the sand and have not sensibly moved and downsized. We have  
loved our garden until this year [2026]. 

 
 
Last year during the summer dry spell we selectively watered the 
garden. It is between one half to three quarters of an acre,          
cultivated and planted from top to bottom from the garden at the 
front to formal and informal and woodland areas, down 50 feet and 
40 [not 39] steps from south to north. This year, before the 
drought, we decided that we should restrict our use of water to an 
absolute minimum and not water anything but pots. Our lawn was 
already a lost cause compared to previous years and the perennials, 
shrubs and trees would have to take their chance. 
We were ill prepared for the extreme drought and devastation to 
follow during the summer of 2026. 
As usual the lawn, always a problem in Grayshott, was the first  to 
show signs of stress. 

Front Garden in May and in August 
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Drought and Devastation 

As the weeks without rain and five “heat waves” followed, more and 
more plants became so stressed we finally weakened and selectively 
watered the more special plants and shrubs. As it was not possible to 
water all of the garden the drought took its toll. 
The herbaceous perennials gradually wilted and died back completely. 
There is a collection of about 100 different ferns in the garden and I 
suspect that 75% of those that have died back may not recover.  
Treasures such as the Japanese Painted Fern and the New Zealand Ray 
Water Fern have probably been lost. 
One genus of ferns does seem to be drought tolerant or even resistant, 
so make a note, it is Polystichum, the Shield Fern. 
The foxes, particularly the cubs, have taken to chewing up and pulling 
out labels and then digging up and scattering the snowdrop bulbs from 
my collection, devastating each clump as they clawed away. 

Back 
 Garden in 
May and in 

August 
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Drought and Devastation 
 
We have two beds of 
what we call 
“specialist” plants 
from China, Japan 
and the Americas, 
such as Arisaemas, 
the Giant Himalayan 
Lily, Podophyllums, 
Trilliums and some 
orchids which have 
thrived, flowered, 
seeded and multiplied 
over the years. They 
have withered, dried 
up and disappeared without trace. 
 
Of the five new Ilex crenata “balls” at £30 pounds a pop, three have died 
in the drought, even with watering. 
After 50 years of effort to create and maintain our garden, the 
devastation caused by this year’s drought is heartbreaking. 
That said, there are some plants which have not only survived, but 
flourished in the dry season and are worthwhile noting for the future if 
our wetter, warmer winters and dry summers are to continue. These are 
the  “drought busters”.  
Amongst the perennials, Perovskia, Nepeta, Coreopsis, Epimediums, 
Dryopteris erythrosora [fern] Alliums, and Lavender have survived. 

Of the shrubs, Sarcococca, 
Eleagnus, Choisya, Indigofera 
and Buddleia have pulled 
through.  
There has been one bright spot 
this year, but it has been 
indoors not outdoors. I have 
seven cacti on a south facing 
window sill, with four different 
genera. They have thrived 
during the sun drenched days 
and heatwaves, although they 
have been watered weekly. 
Three have flowered, one for the 
first time after several years’ 
care, and two have produced 
seed pods. Small, but some 
compensation for the 
devastation outdoors. 
 

Dead Hart’s Tongue Fern , due to drought 

Dead Ilex crenata 
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Drought and Devastation 

Drought buster Indigofera 

If last and this year’s climate have been an unwelcome portent for 
the future, coupled with our advancing years, interesting and 
unusual species from the Orient and other places which have been 
lost, will not be replaced Our gardening and garden will move 
towards just “care and maintenance” an unwelcome  development 
brought forward by this year’s drought and devastation. 

Astrophytum myriostigma [Cactus] yellow 
flowers 

Thelocactus bicolor va parras [ Cactus] Melocactus  ‘ Turk’s Cap’ cactus with 
seed pods 

Gordon Rae VMH 
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Years ago, a mobile phone was just that, a very 
useful communications device, and nothing more.  
Today, it has metamorphosed into an almost   
unbelievably powerful computer that has        
revolutionised the way we live. It has become so 
used for secure tasks such as banking, card   
payments, NHS patient services, email etc., that 
it is now for most people, the hub of their daily 
lives. It is now rightly known as a Smartphone.  

Prized and valued possessions and savings are 
usually kept in secure places, such as banks and 
vaults. This is impossible with something you use every day, but it 
is now possible to have very good security with the right settings on 
your smartphone. 
A few months ago, I was standing in a long queue in Boots in  
Guildford  waiting to pay. It was a busy, crowded and hot Saturday 
morning. Someone bumped into me - I turned. It was an attractive 
young woman. She smiled and apologised, and I thought nothing of 
it. It was only when it was my turn to pay that I discovered my 
smartphone with my credit cards had been taken from my 
hip pocket. Realising that it had been stolen, I anxiously looked 
around for the woman, but she’d vanished -  I was told later that I 
had been the victim of what is known as the distraction technique. 
Recent surveys show that phone theft is widespread, particularly in 
urban areas. In London alone, over 116,000 phones were stolen in 
2024, equating to around 320 phones per day. This translates to 
roughly 9,600–10,000 phones per month. In Grayshott, the threat 
of having your phone stolen may not be so great, but  losing it, or 
having it targeted by cyber hacking is just as great wherever you 
are. Scary isn’t it.  
 
I had learnt a lesson - fortunately, I cancelled my cards quickly and 
apart from the cost of a new  phone, I escaped further loss.  But the 
experience made me realise just how vital  smartphones are to  
everyday living.  
 
Today, I use mine for card payment, WhatsApp, email and        
messaging, plus a plethora of functions including photography;  
controlling my hearing aids, and central heating, listening to audio 
books and a host of other applications. Because of the Boots       
incident I decided to investigate methods of how to protect my 
smartphone from theft, and to ensure that the information on it was 
well protected against cybercrime. 
 

Mobile Phone Security and How to Stay Safe 
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Mobile Phone Security and How to Stay Safe 
 

 
After the Boots saga the police told me 
there were five key things to remember 
to prevent theft. 

In crowded areas or public 
transport, keep your 
smartphone out of sight 

 
Avoid using it near roads – 

thieves on bikes target          
distracted users 

 
Use zipped pockets or anti-theft 

bags 
 
If using it in a public area, to 

prevent it being snatched, 
attach a lanyard or a wrist 
loop to it. 

 
Never ever leave your phone on 

a table unattended                              
 
 
 
 

They also told me that every mobile has a unique identification number 
just like a car chassis number.  It’s called an IMEA number 
(International Mobile Equipment Identity). Look this up in your phone's 
settings and make a note of it. This will help to trace it if  stolen. So 
here are some essential security steps you should take to keep your 
personal  information and data safe: 
 Police UK is a website that has very useful information on how to  
protect yourself from mobile phone theft, and how to set your phone 
up to avoid further loss if it’s stolen, and so I won't go into too much 
detail here. However, here are some useful tips. 
Set up secure access  to your phone. This is a vital prerequisite, 
and if you use a pin, don't just use a four digit pin, but full 6 digits - 
and if possible use your finger print or facial recognition facility to give 
additional security. 
 

 



 24 

MOBILE PHONE SECURITY  
AND HOW TO STAY SAFE

24 

Mobile Phone Security and How to Stay Safe 

Set up tracking on your device. If you have just misplaced 
your phone, which is often the case with me, a tracking facility in 
its setup function helps you find it. For email accounts, banking, 
card payment, and other applications  you should use additional 
security access. You can set your phone up to have application 
level ‘locks’ - some require biometric identification or a key     
security code.   

I use a security application on my mobile now. It blocks malicious 
websites, protects personal information and enables me to do a 
security check on my passwords to see if they might have been 
hacked.  

When it comes to choosing a secure mobile, three brands     
dominate: 

Apple devices are widely regarded as the most secure because 
they have: 

Strong encryption 
Regular software updates 
Features like Face ID, Find My iPhone, and Activation Lock 

These features make stolen iPhones harder to resell or reuse. 

Google’s Pixel phones are considered one of the most secure non 
Apple devices. Samsung’s high-end smartphones are also very 
secure with defence-grade protection. 

Smartphone security is no longer optional—it is essential. In a 
world where your phone is effectively your wallet, stuffed with 
your ID, and personal archive, protecting it means protecting 
your entire digital life. 

https://www.police.uk 

 

Tim Tinsley-Wickes 
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Radu Catruc
Property Renovation

07466 484440
grayshottrenovators@yahoo.com

catrucpropertyrenovation.co.uk

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

BATHROOMS

LOFT CONVERSIONS

INTERIOR PLASTERING

GARAGE CONVERSIONS

PAINTING & DECORATING

Have you tried Bowen Therapy?
Bowen Therapy with Marylou

In Haslemere, Fernhurst and Farnham

A gentle treatment that helps your body remember how to heal itself.

• Musculoskeletal Pain Relief : Can be highly effective for treating back 
pain, neck/shoulder injuries, sciatica, tennis elbow & carpal tunnel syndrome.

• Stress Reduction & Relaxation : Promotes a deep state of relaxation by 
balancing the autonomic nervous system; moving it from 'fight or flight' mode to 
a 'rest and repair' state.

• Improved Mobility : Enhances flexibility & range of motion, which is 
particularly beneficial for recovery after injuries or surgeries.

• Systematic Health Improvements : May help conditions like migraines, 
asthma, IBS, fibromyalgia & chronic fatigue syndrome.

• Emotional Wellbeing : Clients frequently report reduced anxiety, improved 
mood and better sleep quality.
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OPEN 
MORNING 

Friday 2 
October 2026

10.30am –12.30pm

Hazel Grove, Hindhead
Surrey GU26 6BL

www.amesburyschool.co.uk

Inspire, 
support,  
flourish, 

grow, aspire

Independent co-education  
age 9 months – 13 years
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&
GRAYSHOTT
Step into our vibrant bar, the heartbeat
of the village, where great food, lively
conversations, and unforgettable
moments come together.

FINE WINES
COCKTAILS
CHILLED BEERS
TAKE AWAY 
OR DELIVERY

2 Crossways Rd, Grayshott, Hindhead GU26 6HJ, 01428 608030  - www.bay-leaf.co.uk

MAT CLASSES 
Tuesdays: 10.00–11.00 

Wednesdays: 9.30–10.30:  10.45–11.45 
Thursdays: 11.45–12.45

STEP & BALANCE CLASSES
Designed for those who are unable to get down on a mat. 

Mondays: 12.15–13.15:  13.45–14.45:   15.00–16.00 

All classes focus on improving joint mobility, 
strength, flexibility, bone health, posture, 

balance and coordination 

Contact: Louise Gilbertson
T: 07866 881845

E: louisegilbertsonpilates@gmail.com
W: louisegilbertsonpilates.com

PILATES for SENIORS
Grayshott Village Hall

STEP & BALANCE CLASSES
Designed for those who are unable to get down on a mat.

Mondays: 12.15-13.15:  13.45-14.45:  15.00-16.00
Thursday 1.15 - 2.15
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Westminster Law 
Wills ~  Estate Planning ~ Probate

www.westminster-law.co.uk ~ Haslemere branch email: el@westminster-law.co.uk 
Westminster Law Haslemere Ltd ~ Stronsay House, Beacon Crescent, Hindhead GU26 6UG

*These very special rates are only available if you are over 60 years old. Minimum spend for a free home visit is £95.
Our normal price for a standard single Will is £160, or £270 for a couple. VAT, when applicable, is included in these prices. 

Office of the Public Guardian (OPG) registration fee, when applicable, is not included in these prices.

If you are over 60 it will cost you only 
£95* for us to prepare your Will. We 
are also Lasting Power of Attorney 
Specialists - only £120* each LPA if 

instructed during the Will 
appointment. 

Our prices include home visits*, VAT 
and Inheritance Tax advice.

Call us  chatnow for a no obligation
on: 01428 769452

Leading the way in providing an AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL service

Mag half page landscape Emily Leatham 02/01/2025 02/01/2018



 30 

 
www.foxandpelican.co.uk                     

2ND
OCT

31ST
OCT

 Mark is with us to host karaoke from 8pm. 
Why not spend the day with us, enjoy some
great food and end the day performing your

favourite songs

26TH
SEPT

KARAOKE

EMILY DAY

Join us Friday night with the lovely 
Emily Day performing your favourite songs

from 8pm

17TH
OCT

FOXTOBERFEST

 Oktoberfest will be in full swing with beers,
food and The Leatherheads playing from 8pm

Expect fantastic live music, great company, 
and the perfect setting for an unforgettable

evening of rock covers. Join us from 8pm

THUNDER & LIGHTNING

23RD
OCT

HALLOWEEN PARTY

Keith is here to treat you to the best spooky
songs, bringing back all the hits you 

know and love. Prize for best fancy dress

5TH 
OCT

PAINT & SIP

Visit www.brushparty now to buy your 
ticket to our Paint & Sip event. Never painted
before? No problem! This will be guided fun
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HAMILTON HEATING 
& PLUMBING

T: 01428 605 268   M: 079 10 30 40 53

S P E C I A L I S T S   /   E F F I C I E N T   /   R E L I A B L E  

 9 Bathroom installation
 9 Solar hot water
 9 Central Heating
 9 Underfloor Heating
 9 Boiler repair & replacement
 9 Central heating power flushing
 9 Unvented hot water cylinders
 9 Heat pump installation, service & repair
 9 Oil boilers install, service & repair
 9 Airsource pumps 
 9 LPG installation and service

W: www.hamiltonheatingandplumbing.co.uk  

15 YEAR* 
BOILER
WARRANTY

AIR CONDITIONING 
Servicing & Installation
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LIFE IN A ROMANIAN VILLAGE 
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It’s late afternoon in Vedea and I’m writing out on 
the patio, the house and the grapevine providing 
comforting shade in the 32 degrees. In front is a 
good piece of land that my great-grandfather used 
to work which now nourishes weeds. My 
grandmother’s cousin lives on the other side in a 
lovely pink house. His wife Steluța visits us nearly 
every day, it seems to be a custom to share home
-baked treats with your neighbours if they know 
you’ve made something. Here nature roams freer, 
buzzing muscas distract while sly țânțari bite and 
cats, feeling weary, doggedly avoid me. In my green chair I smell 
the warm air, sometimes scented with manure, and listen to the 
cucurigus of the rooster, the chirping of birds and the gentle 
swaying of leaves in the breeze.  
 
Walking around, I’m glad to see that not much has changed in the 
last few years, the houses are a bit more worn and so are the 
people but they have maintained their charming character. They 
continue to huddle up on benches outside their house to gossip and 
I join them like in days of old. They still look curiously at anything 
that moves, they are bronze from hard work until late though 
they’re well past retirement age and even their joints are thick with 
muscle. Each day looks about the same for them, wake up, eat, 
work, as do mine now, except for more TV with Granny. I could try 
describe their general character but it wouldn’t do them justice, 
you’d have to meet them yourself, and soon, because their way of 
life is disappearing.  
 
Old folk ask you “Whose are ya 
dear?” and you’re surprised that 
they know your grandmother by her 
maiden name. Those who can tend 
to their houses and gardens while 
others are either ill, dead or have 
children who’ve left to work in 
Germany. Dust rises when a car 
passes by and there’s nowhere to 
hide from the sun. Beyond Vedea 
there’s not a human soul for miles 
in any direction just rolling fields of 
crops, dry earth and snakes, without water you’ll be food for the 
birds.  
At night the crickets lull me into a well-deserved sweet sleep, until 
the infernal țânțari strike again. Another day has passed without me 
noticing. 

Life in a Romanian village 

Mihai grew up in Grayshott before leaving home to study at Bristol University 

Mihai Rosca 33 
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Gordon Rae has always been interested in 
plants. The former Director General of the 
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) has lived in 
Grayshott village for over 50 years,  but was 
born in the much-bombed Second World War 
industrial target of Coventry, which was not 
an inspiring start for a life in horticulture. 

 

He wanted to be a farmer from an early age, 
but his father pointed out that without any 
money in the family, Gordon was unlikely to 
ever own a farm. As a young boy, he spent a 
lot of time in their neighbour’s garden, where he learned how to look 
after greenhouse plants and grow and prepare chrysanthemums for 
showing. 

At 17, he had to make up his mind about studying agriculture or 
horticulture. He chose agriculture, fearing that wage levels in 
horticulture were so low at the time that he might never eat!   

 

He spent a year working on a farm in Dorset to gain practical 
experience before going to Wye College in Kent, the rural arm of 
London University, to gain his degree. There he developed an interest 
in tropical and temperate agriculture. “I was particularly interested in 
Brazil and Kenya and after graduating, joined what was then the HM 
Colonial Service. They sent me to Cambridge University to study 
agricultural botany, animal nutrition, statistics and field 
experimentation, followed by a year at Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture in Trinidad to study tropical crops,” says Gordon. 

Gordon Rae VMH - Profile for Grayshott’s Greatest series   

 Barry Pickthall, the writer   
behind ‘Grayshott’s Greatest’ 
Series 
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Much to his delight, he was then posted to Kenya, working as an 
Agricultural Officer in Kitale, Trans Nzoia, the last area of European 
farming, 250 miles north of Nairobi.  
He returned to the UK 3 years later and in 1965, married Judith 
after a 5-year courtship conducted mainly by writing letters to each 
other. They celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary last 
year, but Gordon gained more than a bride, for Judith’s Father 
became a great mentor and had a huge impact on his later career 
within ICI 

Gordon joined ICI’s Agricultural division and over the next 27 years 
worked in the technical and development areas first as a sales rep, 
then in market research, product and project management, and 
later in general management, spending 4-years in Brazil along the 
way. One better-known product he helped to bring to the UK that 
everyone should have in their garden shed is ‘Miracle Gro’, which 
does for us amateur gardeners exactly what it says on the box. 

 

At 55, Gordon was looking for fresh challenges, and in 1993 was 
offered the post of Director General of the Royal Horticultural 
Society. Sometimes in life it’s who you know as much as what you 
know. While the RHS was scouting for a new boss, the Society’s 
incoming President met with Sir Ronnie Hampel, then Chairman of 
ICI, and asked if he knew of a Gordon Rae. “Know him” replied Sir 
Ronnie, “I recruited him!”  

Gordon Rae VMH - Profile for Grayshott’s Greatest series   
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Out of curiosity, I asked Gordon about the row that has followed the 
RHS’s decision this year to ban peat fertilisers in the displays, which 
led some exhibitors to boycott this year’s Show. “Garden centres sell 
peat-free composts these days,” he explains, adding, “But 
commercial growers, especially those across Europe, still use 
traditional peat-based composts to start their plants before selling 
them on to the retail garden centres who just can’t guarantee what 
compost the plants are growing in. There is little doubt that peat-
based compost is a reliable and consistent growing medium, but is 
being phased out to protect fragile wetland ecosystems and stop 
carbon release. The peat-free composts tend to be less consistent, 
and the watering regime needs more careful management.” 

After leaving the RHS in 1999, Gordon joined Squires Garden Centre 
as their non-executive director in the family-owned business. 

In retirement, Gordon had his arm twisted by local gardener Vanessa 
Thompson to join the committee of Grayshott Gardeners’ Club, which 
meets in the Village Hall on the second Wednesday of every month 
for interesting talks by experts. Since then, the committee has 
increased membership from some 40 to 220 today. 

grayshottgardeners.net 
 
 
Gordon’s pastimes keep him busy. A keen photographer of flora and 
wildlife, he has set up camera traps in his woodland garden to 
capture the activities of mice and a vixen and her cubs. It’s not all 
been ‘Oohs and Aars’. Like children, the cubs get up to all sorts of 
mischief, digging up Gordon’s snowdrop bulbs! He has over 150 
varieties in the garden and has now replicated this bulb collection in a 
new location at Gravetye Manor near East Grinstead. 

 

Gordon Rae VMH - Profile for Grayshott’s Greatest series   
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Not so the ferns, they remain a wide collection from across the 
world that grow in abundance in their giant pine-spiked sloping  
garden. That said, the recent drought has taken a heavy toll on 
them and other specialist plants in their garden. 

But galanthus and vascular plants aside, Gordon’s highest    
achievement is the RHS Victoria Medal of Honour, the top award 
within the world of horticulture. Established in 1897 to mark Queen 
Victoria’s 63-year reign, the medal is limited to that many living  
recipients, including Monty Don, Alan Titchmarsh, David Austin, and 
King Charles III -Quite an honour! 

The VMH may be Gordon’s highest achievement, but what is he 
most proud off? His family! His three children, their spouses and 
seven grandchildren who have or are making a positive contribution 
to society. “And who has held all this together for the past 60 
years?  

The answer, Gordon says – “my wife Judy!” 

Gordon Rae VMH - Profile for Grayshott’s Greatest series   

Barry Pickthall 
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We're young, we're involved, and we're making a big difference!" 
South Downs Youth Action volunteers are helping shape the future 
of conservation 
Think young people don't get up at the weekend? Think again. 
Across the South Downs National Park, young volunteers aged 16–25 are 
swapping lie-ins for loppers, scythes and teamwork as part of South 
Downs Youth Action – a hands-on conservation group making a real 
difference to the landscape. 
Every month, volunteers give up their weekends to take part in practical 
conservation projects that help protect and enhance the National Park. 
Depending on the season, they might be restoring wildlife habitats, 
managing chalk grassland, tackling invasive species, building accessible 
paths or supporting nature recovery projects with partner organisations. 
South Downs Youth Action runs across the National Park, with opportunities 
to volunteer: 
• Monthly at Seven Sisters Country Park with Ranger Lozza. 
• At a variety of locations across the South Downs, often alongside 
partner organisations including the RSPB and Sussex Wildlife Trust for 
example. 
In the western part of the National Park with Heathlands Reunited 
Engagement Ranger Kirsty Murray. 
Kirsty has seen first-hand the enthusiasm and determination that young 
volunteers bring. 
"One day that really stands out was when a small group of volunteers had 
to change tasks completely after a large silver birch tree came down across 
a public footpath during high winds. We only had bow saws, but they got 
stuck in, worked their way through the whole tree and reopened the path 
for everyone to use again. They had great fun doing it too!" 
   
 

South Downs Youth Action 

38 

We're young, we're involved, and we're making a big difference!" 
South Downs Youth Action volunteers are helping shape the future 
of conservation 
Think young people don't get up at the weekend? Think again. 
Across the South Downs National Park, young volunteers aged 16–25 are 
swapping lie-ins for loppers, scythes and teamwork as part of South 
Downs Youth Action – a hands-on conservation group making a real 
difference to the landscape. 
Every month, volunteers give up their weekends to take part in practical 
conservation projects that help protect and enhance the National Park. 
Depending on the season, they might be restoring wildlife habitats, 
managing chalk grassland, tackling invasive species, building accessible 
paths or supporting nature recovery projects with partner organisations. 
South Downs Youth Action runs across the National Park, with opportunities 
to volunteer: 
• Monthly at Seven Sisters Country Park with Ranger Lozza. 
• At a variety of locations across the South Downs, often alongside 
partner organisations including the RSPB and Sussex Wildlife Trust for 
example. 
In the western part of the National Park with Heathlands Reunited 
Engagement Ranger Kirsty Murray. 
Kirsty has seen first-hand the enthusiasm and determination that young 
volunteers bring. 
"One day that really stands out was when a small group of volunteers had 
to change tasks completely after a large silver birch tree came down across 
a public footpath during high winds. We only had bow saws, but they got 
stuck in, worked their way through the whole tree and reopened the path 
for everyone to use again. They had great fun doing it too!" 
   
 

South Downs Youth Action 
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South Downs Youth Action 

Kirsty Murray, Heathlands Reunited SAMM Project Engagement 
Ranger 
To make volunteering as accessible as possible, reasonable travel 
expenses and lunch are provided. It's an investment in the next 
generation of conservationists. 
Young people are essential to the future of the National Park. Their 
ideas, enthusiasm and perspectives will help shape how conservation is 
delivered for years to come. 
Volunteer Fraser Smith says the experience has already made a 
difference to his studies and confidence. 
"I had a really good day learning how to make a new path. It was quite 
hard work but great fun to have the opportunity to learn a new skill. 
Coming out with the Youth Action group is really helping me develop 
my range of skills as I am studying conservation at college. I really 
appreciate these opportunities and the chance to meet and work 
alongside new people." 
For staff and rangers, the rewards go beyond the practical work. 
Listening to young volunteers talk about their ambitions, motivations 
and experiences reveals a common theme. Many join to improve their 
wellbeing, connect with nature and make a positive difference to the 
environment. Spending time outdoors, learning practical skills and 
working as part of a team has proven benefits for mental wellbeing, 
while every task completed benefits the landscape too – a win for both 
people and nature. 
Volunteer Bea explains: 
"I initially started looking for volunteering opportunities for college, but 
also for my own personal interest and to give something back to the 
local countryside and environment. I have developed lots of useful new 
skills and knowledge from my time volunteering, and it's been 
wonderful getting to know other young people with similar interests." 

   

Pulborough Brooks riverbank – 
overgrown Himalayan Balsam       
removed by hand – a good day 
letting the wildlife back in. 
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Whether it's clearing invasive Himalayan balsam from riverbanks,    
restoring habitats, repairing footpaths or tackling unexpected        
challenges, every volunteering day leaves a lasting impact. 
Just as importantly, it builds friendships, confidence and teamwork. 
Even if volunteers arrive not knowing anyone, they leave having 
achieved something together and with a real sense of pride in what 
they've accomplished. 
Skills, knowledge and experience are shared throughout the day,    
creating opportunities for young people to grow while helping care for 
one of Britain's most treasured landscapes. 
The South Downs National Park is always looking to welcome new 
members to the Youth Action programme. 
Ready to get involved?  
Visit South Downs Youth Action events to book your place  
 

South Downs Youth Action 
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Grayshott Pottery to date are well 
on the way towards achieving their 
goal of raising £3,000 for the 
Asthma and Lung Uk Charity from 
the sale of Phil Bates’ book ‘Three 
Potteries & Three Villages’. The  
book has been well received and 
much positive feedback had. Helen 
Williams Editor of Grayshott Today 
magazine who reviewed the book 
said,  ‘Three Potteries and Three 
villages is part autobiography and 
part local history. It makes a 
compelling read for anyone 
interested in Grayshott history and 
the forces and personalities that 
have shaped it over the past few 
decades.  Some serious questions 
are tackled including some that 
have so far remained unanswered , 
like How exactly did the 1982 
Pottery fire start? Phil’s story will 
raise a few eyebrows!’ 

His book is a beautiful and honest celebration of community life. 
Phil has put his whole heart and soul into writing it as indeed he 
has done into participating in and contributing to community life 
here in Grayshott. 

The book is also on sale at Haslemere Museum and Watts Gallery 
Compton. Phil Bates donated 50 books to each of them to help 
raise funds . 

The title of the book relates to Compton, Kingwood, and Grayshott 
Potteries and the three villages the author has lived in since 
childhood, Thursley, Milford and Grayshott. It explores to the 
ability of different groups and businesses within a community to 
live harmoniously and work together for a positive future and 
outcomes. 

He makes no apologies for writing about what Grayshott Pottery 
and its staff have contributed  both to the community of Grayshott 
and the wider one, which will not be known to a lot of folks today 
and perhaps forgotten, as time passes, by others. 

It also recognises  the tens of thousands of small - medium-size 
businesses like the Pottery that are the backbone of the UK 
economy and the growth needed or indeed expected for future 
prosperity of the UK.  

Phil Bates fettling base of an 
urn at Kingwood Pottery in 
1962 

Asthma and Lung UK Charity Donation From Sale of Book 
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CAFFE ● RESTAURANT

DELI ● TAKE AWAY

Adriano Italian Restaurant & Deli  
Beacon Hill Road • GU26 6NR  
01428 288170 

www.adrianositalian.com

The Taste 
of Italy in 
Beacon Hill

OCt  
set lunch 

menu Special   
2x courses £20

3x courses  
£25
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CHARTERHOUSE
ROOFING & GENERAL BUILDERS

Your local Roofing Specialists ...

Covering All Aspects Of Roofing From Repairs To Complete Re-Roofs
• High Performance Torch-on Felts • Felt Roofs • Tiling & Slating
• Chimney Stacks • Ridge Tiles • Repointing
• Interior & Exterior Paiting • uPVC Fascias & Guttering
• Velux Installations • Small Extensions & Refurbishments

REFERENCES & PORTFOLIO AVAILABLE

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Approved 
Member

Contact: 07432 543022 or sales@charterhouseroofing.com

www.charterhouseroofing.com

For Free Quotations & Friendly Advice With No Obligation Visit Our Website Or Call
MOSSREMOVAL

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

NAFD Member

24 HOUR PROFESSIONAL & PERSONAL SERVICE

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 

PRE PAID & PRE ARRANGED FUNERALS 

Avenue House, Headley Road, Grayshott, GU26 6TZ

01428 604436 www.gouldchapman.uk



OPEN DAILY 10AM-5PM

01428 604480

COPPICEMEADOW.COM

SCOTLAND LANE, �ASLEMERE, S�RRE� ��27

3FN

Find your dream
home today

3 & 4 �e�room homes

from £799,950 to £1,650,000

View �aily, 10am -5pm

Stamp �uty pai� on select plots

Part Exchange availa�le

Rea�y to move into

Nestle� in the sought-after Surrey village

of �aslemere, Coppice Mea�ow offers an

exclusive collection of homes,

thoughtfully �esigne� to suit every stage

of life. From light-fille� interiors to high-

specification finishes, these homes

re�efine mo�ern living in a serene, yet

commuta�le countrysi�e setting.
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BLINDS SHUTTERS SAIL BLINDS

Transforming Light, Defining Spaces

Creative Blinds and Shutters
T: 01252 727490 www.creativeblindsandshutters.co.uk

2 Headley Road, Grayshott, Hindhead GU26 6LE
Email - info@creativeblindsandshutters.co.uk SHOWROOM VISIT BY APPOINTMENT ONLYOVER 20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
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BRYANSTONELECTRICAL

Electrical Installations For Home Or Business
New Lights  �� Additional Sockets  �� Repairs to existing installations

Garden, Patio & Security Lighting   �� Telephone Extensions
Safety testing of existing installations  �� New fuseboards & re-wiring

Peter Knifton
Office:  01428 602900      Mobile:  07710 759114
Bryanston Research Limited    P.O. Box 179    Haslemere    Surrey
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Country Services Pest Control Ltd T/A Country Services | Registered Ltd Company: 04535142

TRUSTED

HOME & BUSINESS

01428 714031

www.countryservicespestcontrol.co.uk

Rodent Control

Insect Treatments

Bird & Mole Management

Proofing Services

Fully Insured

Highly Trained

Contracts & One Offs

1000's of Happy Customers

COUNTRY SERVICES
EST. 1987

PEST CONTROL
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NEWS FROM THE RED ROSE

51 

Ne News From The Red Rose 

The Red Rose Tearoom and Katarzyna herself are both much loved  
and appreciated by our village community. We wish her every       
success as she develops  another branch of her  business. 
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THE RYDER CORIN INTERVIEW
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GA
Cash Bar 

The Ryder Corin Interview 

Over the summer holidays I saw my cousin 
Erryn Morrison. She recently spent time on 
a Sea Shepherd boat getting to do amazing 
conservation the sea around Mexico.      
Conservation is so important to me that I 
was so excited to hear about her              
experience.  
R: You’ve just spent 2 months on the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society boat       
protecting our oceans. Tell me about your 
days on the boat. 
E: We worked quite long days, and it was 
very hot. We’d wake up pretty early to beat 
the sun. The main task on the boat was 
maintenance. It’s an old boat and it’s out on the water a lot of the 
time. We did a lot of deck work, cleaning the salt of the boat, 
maintaining the tenders, that sort of thing. Also, if there was a 
call out from the Navy, then we would assist them stopping illegal 
fishermen.  
R: Like poachers who shoot 
whales with harpoons? Do you 
shoot them with a big water 
gun? 
E: Some Sea Shepherd boats do 
have those, but they don’t have 
harpoons in Mexico, they just 
have illegal huge nets that are 
kilometres long that trap all the 
sea life and they just scrape the 
whole ocean floor.  
R: Where did you sleep? 
E: There were a couple of    
cabins on board. In my cabin 
there were 6 people. We would 
sleep three bunks on top of 
each other, and I was on the 
top bunk, so I had to climb up 
people’s bunks, which was so 
hard. All those people in my 
cabin are now my close friends though.  
R: What is the name of the boat and what was it like? 
E: It is called The Seahorse and is a 65m boat. It’s pretty old, but 
it’s a very cool boat, with a big strong hard hull that can break 
through ice. It has a big crane on the back to help with lifting  
tenders and fishing nets we remove.  
 



 53 

THE RYDER CORIN INTERVIEW

53 

  
The Ryder Corin Interview 

R: What animals did you get to work with? 
E: The main reason we were there was to protect the vaquita, a 
very small porpoise. There’s only 10 of them left in the world. 
It’s the most critically endangered marine mammal in the world 
at the moment. I didn’t get to see it myself as they’re super 
shy. They come up for a breath of air and then disappear again. 
There was also a sea lion campaign whilst I was onboard. You 
know the plastic in the sea sometimes goes around the necks of 
the sealions? We would catch the ones with plastic round their 
necks, sedate them, and then remove it so they could breathe 
and not be in pain. I also worked with pelicans. They also get 
caught up in plastic and fishing lines. 
R: What was the saddest thing you’ve ever seen? 
E: On the Sea Shepherd we were doing a survey on sea lions. 
This pelican kept swimming to the boat and couldn’t fly. We 
took a closer look, and it had a hook stuck down its throat. It 
was trying to paddle towards the boat all day, seemingly asking 
for help. After a long time, it let us catch it. Me and the 
scientists on board had to try and get the hook out of its neck. I 
saw two other pelicans with a fishing lure hooked into them 
both. Thankfully we managed to remove all the hooks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
R: What is the hardest thing about the time on the boat? 
E: Probably the night watch. You always have to be driving the 
boat – it never stops for 2 months straight. There always has to 
be someone up at any time, 2 or 3 in the morning, just staring 
at a screen just to make sure you’re not going to crash. To stay 
awake at that time is very hard! 
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The Ryder Corin Interview 

R: I am passionate about saving the planet. Can you tell me what 
made you join the Sea Shepherd boat? 
E: I just love nature. I grew up in Limpopo, South Africa, surrounded 
by animals. After school I took a career on the sea working on 
yachts. I fell in love with the ocean. I love everything about the 
ocean. It’s so important for our world, for people every single day. 
The more time I spent on it the more time I realised how incredible it 
was and how much we need to protect it. 
R: You have travelled all over the world with your job. Where is the 
most amazing place you have been to and why? 
E: Raja Ampat, close to Indonesia. It’s a marine protected area, and 
there’s just wild life everywhere. Manta rays and whale sharks 
everywhere and the water is so clear. 
R: If I want to get into conservation, do you have any advice? 
E: I think there are so many conservation opportunities everywhere. 
Just get involved wherever you can. Join groups and societies, 
anything like that. Sea Shepherd was my first step into conservation, 
and I’ve met so many connections and learned so much about 
conservation and what I can do. 
R: I heard you try to encourage all the boats you go on to be more 
ecological. Can you give me some tips I can share with everyone? 
E: The first thing I start with is waste. Try and recycle and separate 
everything. We make so much waste especially on boats. Try and be 
more aware of how much you use and where it goes. People throw 
away enormous amounts of food and if you try and cut down on that 
it makes a huge difference. Spread the word to other people and 
make them more aware.  
Thank you so much Erryn for telling me about your amazing 
experience. I can’t wait to hear more stories next time I see you.  
 
 

Ryder Corin 
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Grayshott Gardeners 

 

Grayshott Gardeners - 14th October - Grayshott Village Hall, 8.00 pm, ’ 

Reimagining Royal Roots: A sustainable makeover for Hampton Court’s 
Great Fountain Garden', by  Ann-Marie Powell 
 

Grayshott Gardeners is truly delighted to welcome back Ann-Marie Powell as 
our Keynote Speaker this month. Ann-Marie Powell is an award-winning garden 
designer, author, journalist and presenter.  She started her design practice in 
1998, just down the road in Petersfield, and has built an impressive portfolio of 
gardens designed to combine the best of contemporary design in a naturalist 
style and is well known for her exuberant use of colour. A fabulous and         
inspiring presenter and definitely one for the diary. 
 

Hall doors open at 7.15pm. 

Members free, Inter-village clubs £5, Other visitors £8 (Keynote Lecture). 
More details can be found at www.grayshottgardeners.net 
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The Arts Society 

 

David Wilkie Painter of Everyday Country Folk                                  
by Felicity Harding 

 
Lecturer Felicity Harding took us 
through the life and works of  
Sir David Wilkie, a Scottish 
painter born in Pitlessie, Fife, in 
1785. From an early age, he 
showed a strong interest and 
talent in art. Although his father 
was reluctant to support his 
ambitions, Wilkie attended the 
Trustees Academy in Edinburgh, 
where he spent five years 
developing his artistic skills. 
During this time, he became 
particularly skilled at observing and portraying people, expressions, 
everyday activities and small details. 
 
One of Wilkie’s best-known early paintings was Pitlessie Fair, (1804)  
presenting a lively and humorous view of village life. It includes 104 
people, as well as dogs, demonstrating Wilkie’s ability to capture 
many characters within one busy scene. His interest in ordinary 
country people continued in works such as Village Politicians (1806), 
which was exhibited at the Royal Academy in London after he moved 
there in 1805. 
Wilkie developed his “genre” with The Blind Fiddler (1807), which 
received considerable critical and public praise. He followed this with 
The Card Players and Rent Day (1808) again showing ordinary people 
involved in familiar activities. His growing reputation led to his election 
as a full Academician to the Royal Academy in 1811. 
Wilkie worked hard at his art, using family members as models and 
creating miniature sets in boxes in order to study how light affected 
faces, furniture and surroundings. He gained increasing acclaim selling 
his action packed “Blind Man’s Buff” (1813) to the Prince Regent for 
500 guineas. 
  
However, Wilkie’s style changed after travelling through France, Italy 
and Spain between 1825 and 1828. He began painting more historical 
subjects, moving away from the everyday country scenes that had 
made him so famous. This change was criticised. So to this day, it is 
his early genre paintings that are most appreciated and remain an 
important record of rural and everyday life. 

Liz Beecheno 
Our next lecture on Thursday 1st October at Grayshott Village Hall starting at 
2pm  is “The Art of the Cartoonist” where Harry Venning will trace its history 
from Cruikshank and Hogarth to Giles and Schulz and beyond. More 
information at www.theartssocietygrayshott.org or phone Niamh on 
07984379925. 
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Jazz Club 
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Art and Craft Sale 
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Grayshott Stagers 
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 Grayshott Tea Party          

Chris Vardy 

At our September meeting we were entertained to a talk by Susan 
Howe entitled: Running Fawlty Towers and cooking for the rich and 
famous. Susan started her working life as a poorly experienced chef in 
a super yacht, which would be chartered by an  extremely wealthy 
guest for two weeks at a time. In her first fortnight 
the seamen on the yacht boycotted her food and 
cooked for themselves. The heiress who had hired 
the yacht complained bitterly about the food so an 
experienced chef was hired to help her. Amazingly 
she survived that first summer and the final     
charterer was Gunter Sachs, Brigitte Bardot’s ex, 
who preferred posing for sundowners in harbour 
rather than actually sailing. He invited her to cook 
for him at his ski chalet in St Moritz for the winter 
season, where she remembers observing games of 
Bingo with Rolex watches for prizes.  
She then went to London and trained to be a    
London Tourist guide. At Westminster Abbey she met her husband, a 
highly skilled chef and she never had to cook again.  
She and her husband went on to own an award winning country 
house hotel. They were blackmailed by a farmer into taking on a    
kitten that would otherwise have been drowned. Stubbles proved an 
excellent mouser but caused screams from the bridal suite when a 
rather mangled mouse was spotted disappearing under the bed.     
Susan was also unimpressed with him when he vomited on the carpet 
as she was greeting Colin Powell, the American statesman. He     
probably thought she was very eccentric as she managed to combine 

a curtsey with a scooping up of the vomit in her 
skirt whilst proffering her other hand to him!  
They had a narrow escape when an escaped convict 
who’d manage to steal a suit, car and money ran up 
a huge bar bill, left without paying, held up a     
garage and went on to shoot someone.  
On another occasion a young man asked them to 
hide an engagement ring in his girlfriend’s dessert 
so he could propose to her. They did so and she  
accepted. They went on to spend their honeymoon 
night at the hotel but had a rude awakening when 
the water came pouring onto them through the light 
fitting from the shower in the room above.  

Susan’s very amusing stories didn’t hide the reality that running a 
country hotel must have been a very tiring undertaking.  
  
At our next meeting on 6th October we will have a fun quiz.  
  
New members are always welcome. 
For more information phone Jo Phillips on 07890 062462  
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 Grayshott Concerts 

Valentyna Bartkevych
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Grayshott Folk Club 



 64 

VILLAGE NOTICES 

64 

Village notices 

Grayshott Community Lunch 
Grayshott Community Lunch (The Day Centre) would love to hear from people 
interested in occasionally taking on some of the cooking duties on a Thursday 
morning. Depending on the number of volunteers we get, this would probably 
work out at about once a month.  
   

Do please come and meet us all. It is a chance to be useful, have fun, and 
make new friends, 

Please contact Angela Haine, 
angelahaine@aol.com  01428 604703 
Yvonne Lawrence ydlawrence@outlook.com 01428 608789. 

Friendship Lunch  
Chef cooked 2 course meal with soft drinks and tea/coffee.                         

Approximately £12.00. Regret transport cannot be provided.                   
Friendly companionship first Saturday each month.                                                                   

If interested contact Ros Balfour 01428604462. 

Local Women’s Group 
We meet on the third Tuesday of each month in St. Luke's Church Room at 
2.00 for 2.30 pm. Please join us for friendship tea and cakes. 
Any queries please contact Anne Gale-Jones 07885 239157 & Helen  Vyner 
07973 800475  

Grayshott Library is a fantastic local resource. 
 The library is located next to the Parish Council offices and is open on  

Mondays 10am till 1pm and Thursdays 1pm till 4pm 
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In the comfort of  your
own home

Mobile
Foot Care

For Seniors

07 419 295 999
Eillen Gavilanes  MCFHP  MAFHP 

‘Where Beauty ‘Where Beauty 
meets Relaxation’meets Relaxation’

Advanced Skincare  Advanced Skincare  
& Beauty Treatments  & Beauty Treatments  
For Women, Men & TeensFor Women, Men & Teens

●	 Laser Hair Removal 

●	 Dermalogica  
Skincare

●	 CACI Synergy Facials 

●	 Microneedling Facials

●	 Lash & Brow 
Treatments 

●	 BIAB & Gel  
Manicure / Pedicure 

●	 And lots more!

Call - 01428 608219Call - 01428 608219
Email - contact@everybodiesbeauty.com Email - contact@everybodiesbeauty.com 
Book Online - www.everybodiesbeauty.com Book Online - www.everybodiesbeauty.com 
Crossways Rd, Grayshott, GU26 6HJCrossways Rd, Grayshott, GU26 6HJ
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Proudly independent  

Newly renovated building

Services include vaccinations, consultations, surgery,

and dentistry

In-house diagnostics, x-ray, dental x-ray, and

ultrasound

Laproscopic procedures including lap (keyhole) spays

Free parking available on site

Open Monday - Saturday

WWW.HASLEMEREVETS.CO.UK

RECEPTION@HASLEMEREVETS.CO.UK

HASLEMERE VETS - NOW OPEN 

HARRIS HOUSE, CHURCH ROAD, HASLEMERE, GU27 1NU

FOLLOW OUR UPDATES ON FACEBOOK AND INSTRAGRAM (@HASLEMEREVETS)

01428 707000

COMPLIMENTARY HEALTH CHECK FOR ALL NEW PATIENTS

UNTIL 30  JUNE

TH
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Providing a local and professional service for all your property needs 

Offices in Haslemere, Liphook & Petersfield 
 

For Individuals  |  For Business  | For Farms & Estates 

Residential Commercial & Agricultural Property 
Family & Relationships 

Wills Probate Tax & Trusts, Powers of Attorney 
 

T: 01428 656011 | E: haslemere@burleygeach.co.uk | W: www.burleygeach.co.uk 
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Physiotherapy 
 

Back / neck pain 
Sports injuries  
Rehabilitation 

Pilates 
Headaches 

Post-surgery rehab 
Acupuncture  

Women’s Health 

01428 609975 
  

Book online via our website: 
www.backtogether.co.uk 

 
backtogetherphysiotherapy@gmail.com 

 
Badgerswood Surgery, Headley 

The Alders, Elstead  
Farnham Dene Medical Practice, Lower Bourne 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN OCTOBER 

71 

Church Services in  October 

St Joseph’s Grayshott Mass Times 

Sunday 9am 
Monday 10am 
Wednesday 7pm 
Friday 10am 
FFrr  SSiimmoonn  CChhiinneerryy 
PPaarriisshh  PPrriieesstt,,  SStt  JJoosseepphh  GGrraayysshhootttt   
&&  IImmmmaaccuullaattee  CCoonncceeppttiioonn  LLiipphhooookk 
0011442288  660055335588            0077997711  552233000088 

From the registers of St Luke’s 

Funerals: Our thoughts and prayers go to the family of Peter Jones. 

 

October 4th  
08:30 Holy Communion (CW) 
09:30 Parish Breakfast 
10:30 Harvest Worship Service 
18:00 Evensong 

October 11th  
10:30 Holy Communion 
15:00 Ukrainian Service 
18:00 Compline 

October 18th  
08:30 Holy Communion (BCP) 
10:30 Worship Service 
18:00 Evensong 

October 25th  
10:30 Holy Communion (CW) 
17:00 Thanksgiving Service for the Departed 
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WHAT’S ON AT ST. LUKE’S

72 

What’s on at St. Luke’s 

First Sunday (4th Oct)  Parish Breakfast – share food and fellowship at 
09:30. 

Mondays 10am    Babes and Toddlers in church hall. No session 26th 
October. 

Tuesdays at 10:30 Manna Study group 

Tuesdays 09:30 – 11:30 OASIS – a pace to chat, pray, reflect 
and share a hobby – everyone welcome, 
no need to book. 

Second Tuesday (13th Oct) 7pm - 8pm. Monthly Prayer Meeting.  

Third Tuesday (20th Oct) 2pm for 2:30pm. Local Women’s Group. 
Contact Helen Viner 07973 800475 or 
Anne Gale-Jones 07885 239157 

Fourth Tuesday  (27th Oct) Afternoon Tea. 2:30 – 4:30pm, church 
hall. 

Wednesdays 10:30am Fun with Beginners Greek. Contact the 
office for info. Restarts 16th Sept.  

Wednesdays 12:30 – 3pm Cook Stars Mini 2-5 years. For more 
info contact Lizzy on 07488 369 278. 

Thursdays 10:30am Lunch Club in the church hall, booking 
ahead essential. Please contact Angela 
Haine 01428 604703. 

Fridays Base Youth Group.   6pm – 7:30 (years 5-7), 7:30 – 9pm 
(years 8-12). 

Second Friday (9th Oct) Coffee Morning 10:30 - 12:30. All 
welcome 

First Saturday (3rd Oct) Friendship Lunch – in church hall. 
Booking ahead is essential. Please 
contact Ros Balfour 604462. 
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CLUBS AND GROUPS 
Arts Society (Grayshott) First Thurs pm at Grayshott Village Hall •  
New members: Val Davidson 01483 422468 • www.theartssocietygrayshott.org

Babes & Toddlers Mondays 10.00am St Luke’s Church rooms  
• Contact: 01428 606703

Beacon Hill WI 2nd Monday of month • 7.45pm in Osborne Hall, URC Church, 
Beacon Hill • New members welcome • Contact Sue 01428 602991

Bridge Club Friday 1–5 Grayshott Village Hall • Roy Tubbs 01428 607848  
• e: roy.tubbs108@gmail.com

Chess Group Tuesday 2.00pm • Fox & Pelican, Grayshott • Edward Tobin  
01428 605741 • e: edwardtobin73@gmail.com

Cricket Club (The Shotts) Graham Sampson 07826 523227  
• www.grayshottcc.co.uk or e: graham@grayshottcc.co.uk

Croquet Club From mid April we will be at the Hindhead RBL Club at Beacon  
Hill • Bob Wilson 01428 713113

Grayshott Gardeners Second Wednesday 7.15pm Grayshott Village Hall  
• 07900 900993 • www.grayshottgardeners.net

Grayshott Care Medical Transport 01428 748653 • Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm

Grayshott Community Orchard Volunteering, please contact Deborah Perrin  
• e: secretary@grayshottorchard.org.uk • Tel: 07733 108514

Grayshott Heritage www.grayshottheritage.com • Regular meetings and talks,  
walks and village archive • Liz Cross liz.grayshottheritage@outlook.com

Grayshott Stagers www.grayshottstagers.co.uk • email: info@grayshottstagers.co.uk

Haslemere Bowling Club 07958 234621 • www.haslemere-bowling.org.uk

Headley Outdoor Bowls Club Headley Playing Fields • April to September • Lynne 
Rapson • 01428 712938 • lynnerapsonbowls@gmail.com • www.headleybowlingclub.com

Kindness Cafe 1st Wed every month 10am-11.30 at Grayshott Sports Pavilion

Liphook Ramblers https://liphookramblers.wordpress.com/ • Secretary 01428 713528

Ludshott Photographic Club 1st & 3rd Monday eve • Headley Village Hall  
• Diana Grant 01428 713706 • www.ludshottpc.org.uk

PK Preschool Carol Houghton 01428 602970 • www.pkpreschool.co.uk  
• e: enquiries@pkpreschool.co.uk

Scout Group boys & girls 6 to 14 years • 07802 710694 & 07941 294565  
• e: grayshott.gsl3@gmail.com or www.grayshottscouts.org.uk

Local Women’s Group 3rd Tuesday pm St Luke’s Church rooms  
• Anne Gale-Jones 07885 239157 & Helen Vyner 07973 800475

Tea Party First Tuesday 2pm, Grayshott Village Hall • Jo 07890 062462

Tennis Club inc Public tennis court • email: info@grayshotttennisclub.co.uk

Thursday Lunch St Luke’s Church Rooms • Angela Haine 01428 604703

Youth Football 4-16 years • Karen Giles e: chairgyfc@gmail.com • www.grayshottfc.com
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USEFUL LOCAL CONTACTS 
Vicar	 Rev. Jeremy Haswell 	 revjeremy@stlukes-grayshott.org 
	 The Vicarage,  
	 Vicarage Gardens, Grayshott, GU26 6NH

Church Address  	 Headley Road, Grayshott, GU26 6LF 
Office	 01428 606703	 www.stlukes-grayshott.org 
Office Hours	 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10.00am – 1.00pm 

Church Office	 Anna Gilderson	 vicarspa@stlukes-grayshott.org

Children & Families Worker	 Alice Murphy	 07446 873803 

Licensed Lay Ministers 	 Dr Chris Grocock 	 07494 765274 
	 Susie Millard	 01428 606703

Church Wardens	 Alice Murphy	 01428 606703 
	 Jonathan Tippett 	 churchwardens@stlukes-grayshott.org

Treasurer	 Viv Ward	 01428 606703

Stewardship	 Jeremy Hassell  	 01428 606703

PCC Secretary	 Edward Tobin	 01428 605741

Bell Ringers	 Vince Amery (Tower Captain)	 01428 604918

Safeguarding Officers	 Penny Thomas                                                 	 01428 606703 
	 Hilary Loder	 safeguarding@stlukes-grayshott.org

Flowers	 Pat Lindsay	 01428 606703

Magazine                     	 Helen Williams (Editor)	 01428 609135

MANNA	 Gill Pain	 01428 605734

Mothers Union	 Kathy Cat	 01420 478020

Pastoral Coordinator	 Jeremy Haswell	 01428 605288

Pastoral Assistants	 Ros Balfour	  01428 604462 
	 Liz Tippett	  01428 604695

Room Bookings	 Anna Gilderson	 01428 606703

Women’s Group	 Ann Gail Jones	 07885 239157

VILLAGE CONTACTS
Grayshott Care	 Mon – Fri 9.00 – 5.00pm	 NEW NUMBER 01428 748653

Grayshott Pharmacy Company	 	 01428 604505

Grayshott Doctors Surgery		  01428 604343

Grayshott & District Housing Association 	 07812 766395     
		  www.grayshotthousing.co.uk

Grayshott Parish Council		  01428 606510

Headley Food Bank		  07929 908406 / 07731 535967
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 

CARE HOMES
Hamberley Care Homes	 79
Huntington House	 3

DECORATING & INTERIORS
Ambassador Cleaning	 68
Creative Blinds	 47
Rex Repairs	 70
Rob Willis – Decorator	 46

ESTATE AGENTS
Peter Leete	 45
Seymours	 80
Stage Right – Home Staging	 76

EXTERNAL BUILDING WORKS
Alton Facility Services	 67
Charterhouse Roofing	 44
G20 Group	 4
Greg Charlton – Roofing	 69
Radu Catruc	 25
RJF Drains – Drain Clearance	 49
Rooks Construction	 7
Vanguard Roof Care	 42

GARAGE REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
Stonehill Autos	 7

HEALTHCARE & FITNESS
Back Together – Physiotherapy	 70
Bowen Therapy	 25
Everybodies Beauty	 67
Hands N Feet Dunn – Jessica Dunn	 47
Kingswood Foot Care	 67
Pilates for Seniors – Louise Gilbertson	 28

HEATING & ELECTRICAL
Ampella – Heating & Boilers	 48
Bryanston – Electrical	 48
Hamilton Heating & Plumbing	 31

LANDSCAPE GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE
1st Advanced Landscapes Ltd	 77
CC Fisher	 49
James Condie – Tree Surgeon	 78
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Aberdeen House – Dentist	 27
Matheson Optometrists	 5
Zaman Opticians	 27

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Burley and Geach – Solicitors	 69
Country Services Pest Control	 50
Go2 Private Hire	 67
Gould and Chapman – Funeral Services	 44
Haslemere Vets	 68
Hunter Centre Dementia Support	 32
Local Treasures	 70
Toria Travels	 29
Westminster Wills	 29

RESTAURANTS, PUBS AND BARS
Adrianos	 43
Fox & Pelican Pub	 30
Hop & Vine Bar	 28
Poppy’s Fish & Chips	 70

RETAIL SHOPS
Grayshott Pottery	 2
Kaighin & Daughter – Butcher	 46
The Shoe Box	 66

SCHOOLS
Amesbury School	 26
St. Edmund’s School	 8

Acceptance of advertising does not imply 
endorsement of the advertiser by  
Grayshott Today.
We print and distribute around 2,000 copies 
of the magazine each month in and around 
Grayshott.

Please mention Grayshott Today when contacting the advertisers
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At StageRight, we work with
estate agents and homeowners
with empty properties either
coming to or already on the

market, to help them sell
quickly and for more money
through property staging. 

We specialise in transforming
empty, uninspiring spaces into
homes that buyers will fall in
love with, helping listings to

stand out on Rightmove, Zoopla
and beyond.

Book a free consultation today
and discover what we can do

for your property.

6 reasons to stage 
your property 

LESS TIME ON THE MARKET

Staged properties sell 73% faster on average, with
a typical time of 41 days on the market vs 99 days
un-staged

MAXIMISE YOUR FINAL SALE PRICE

Staged properties sell for 8-10% more on average, a
gain of £15-£25k based on the average UK property price

EXCEPTIONAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT
The average investment in staging is just 1-3% of a
property’s value, and typically delivers a return of 800-
1000%

FEWER PRICE REDUCTIONS

Staged homes often receive higher initial offers, as well
as reducing the need for price reductions after long
periods

INCREASED BUYER INTEREST

Better presented listings get 61% more views online, whilst
94% of agents surveyed reported increased viewings on
staged homes

www.stagerighthomestaging.co.uk

TAP INTO BUYER PSYCHOLOGY

9/10 people can’t visualise what to do with an empty
property - 100% of agents asked agree that staging
helps improve visualisation

 emma@stagerighthomestaging.co.uk07851 899592  

2 WEEKS FREE STAGING!*
 WHEN YOU QUOTE

‘GRAYSHOTT TODAY’
*10 weeks for the price of 8





The Condie Tree Care team all  

have over 20 years experience  

and are proud to now care for  

their own woodland arboretum.

For a free estimate or advice  

please call James Condie on

07967 801 531 
or 

01428 605 570
or email 
james.condie@yahoo.com

Old tool handle fitting



 COMMUNITY CORNER CAFÉ 
Third Thursday of every month | 10am – 12pm

Join us at Hindhead Place for our monthly Community Corner 
Café, a welcoming and supportive space for people living 
with dementia, as well as their families, friends and carers. 

Whether you’re looking for advice, reassurance, companionship or 
simply a friendly chat, you’ll find a warm welcome waiting for you. 

Book your complimentary place today: 

01428 771671 | Mario.Marzolini@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Hindhead Place, Portsmouth Road, Hindhead GU26 6GL



Your property means everything to you -  
because you own it.

At Seymours Grayshott, we feel the same about our business. 
As proud owners ourselves, we’re personally invested in 

delivering exceptional service and achieving the very best 
results for every client in our local community.

Seymours Grayshott
01428 771 155  |  sales@seymours-grayshott.co.uk
Aberdeen House, Headley Rd, Grayshott, GU26 6LD

Call, email or visit us today for a FREE 
no-obligation property valuation

James King 
Owner

Darren Light
Owner


